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LT 3.1 

 
You are a new member of the English Debating Club. Mrs Karen Lam, the advisor of the club, is 
introducing the new members to the major components of a debate and some effective ways to prepare 
for a debate speech. Listen to Mrs Lam’s speech and complete the notes below.  
 
Major components of a debate: 
 
1. A debate topic: _______________ 

2. The team that speaks for the topic: the  affirmative   or   ___________ side 

3. The team that speaks against the topic: the  negative   or _____________ side 

4. Arguments criticising the points presented by the opponents:  ___________    

 
 
Writing an effective debate speech: 
 

What to do   Why 

1. research the topic and gather evidence → back up the arguments  

 

 

2. use quotations from the speeches of famous 

 people or statistics from research studies 

→  

 

 

3.  → strengthen the arguments 

 

 

4.  → make the audience think  
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LT 3.2 

Transcript for Audio Clip 3.1 
 
Mrs Lam:  Good afternoon, students. Welcome to the first workshop of the English Debating 

Club. I’m Mrs Karen Lam, the advisor of the club. Today, I’m going to introduce 
the major components of a debate and explain how to prepare for a debate speech. 
As you are new members, I won’t expect you to participate in a debate right after 
today’s workshop. Instead, I will focus on some reasoning and critical thinking 
skills, which are essential in debates. I also hope that you will have learnt how to 
write a debate speech by the end of this workshop.  
 
Well, I guess all of you may have some idea of what a debate is. In a debate, there 
must be a topic to discuss or argue. The topic for a debate is called ‘motion’. 
Motions are often about current issues of public concern. In a debate, there are two 
sides to discussing a motion. The team that agrees with the motion is called the 
‘Affirmative’ or ‘Proposition’ side whereas the team that disagrees with the motion 
is called the ‘Negative’ or ‘Opposition’ side. In a debate, each team will present 
reasons to support their side. They will also respond to the reasons presented by the 
previous speaker. This is called ‘rebuttal’. ‘Rebuttal’ is part and parcel of a debate 
because it helps you persuade the audience to accept your views and make your 
opponents’ arguments sound unconvincing.    
 
Well, I’ve more or less covered the major components of a debate. Now, I’d like to 
give you some tips on writing a debate speech. There is no hard and fast rule in 
writing a debate speech. But first and foremost, you should gather information 
related to the debate topic. Arguments without evidence are empty words, so you 
should make use of references, like the Internet, newspapers or magazines, to back 
up your arguments. Don’t forget to use quotations from the speeches of famous 
people or statistics from research studies to add force to your speech.  
 
After researching the topic, you may study the subject from different angles. In this 
workshop, all of you have to write a debate speech either for or against the motion 
‘The Internet does more harm than good to our everyday life.’ You need to think up 
all the questions that may be brought up. Think about the pros and cons of the 
issue, analyse the arguments of both sides and state your opinions on why you 
believe you are right. In fact, we can strengthen our arguments and make them 
convincing by including different views in the arguments. To engage your 
audience, ask them some questions in your speech to let them think about the issue 
more carefully.   
 
After you have drafted your arguments, putting the bits and pieces together is fairly 
simple. Later on in the workshop, I will give you a sample debate speech for your 
reference and you can understand better how you can structure a speech.  
 
I have always enjoyed the cut and thrust of a clever debate. I hope that you can 
gradually pick up the skills of debating in the workshop and enjoy the fun of 
debating.  
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                                                                                                                                              (Answer Keys) 
 
Major components of a debate: 
 
1. A debate topic:  motion         

2. The team that speaks for the topic: the  affirmative   or   proposition  side 

3. The team that speaks against the topic: the negative or   opposition  side 

4. Arguments criticising the points presented by the opponents:   rebuttals    

 
 
Writing an effective debate speech: 
 

What to do   Why 

1. research the topic and gather evidence 

 

 

→ back up the arguments  

2. use quotations from the speeches of famous 

 people or statistics from research studies 

 

→ add force to the speech 

3. include the pros and cons of the issue/ 

include arguments of both sides 

→ strengthen the arguments 

 

 

4. use questions  → make the audience think  
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Transcript for Audio Clip 3.1 
 
Mrs Lam:  Good afternoon, students. Welcome to the first workshop of the English Debating 

Club. I’m Mrs Karen Lam, the advisor of the club. Today, I’m going to introduce 
the major components of a debate and explain how to prepare for a debate speech. 
As you are new members, I won’t expect you to participate in a debate right after 
today’s workshop. Instead, I will focus on some reasoning and critical thinking 
skills, which are essential in debates. I also hope that you will have learnt how to 
write a debate speech by the end of this workshop.  
 
Well, I guess all of you may have some idea of what a debate is. In a debate, there 
must be a topic to discuss or argue. The topic for a debate is called ‘motion’. 
Motions are often about current issues of public concern. In a debate, there are two 
sides to discussing a motion. The team that agrees with the motion is called the 
‘Affirmative’ or ‘Proposition’ side whereas the team that disagrees with the motion 
is called the ‘Negative’ or ‘Opposition’ side. In a debate, each team will present 
reasons to support their side. They will also respond to the reasons presented by the 
previous speaker. This is called ‘rebuttal’. ‘Rebuttal’ is part and parcel of a debate 
because it helps you persuade the audience to accept your views and make your 
opponents’ arguments sound unconvincing.    
 
Well, I’ve more or less covered the major components of a debate. Now, I’d like to 
give you some tips on writing a debate speech. There is no hard and fast rule in 
writing a debate speech. But first and foremost, you should gather information 
related to the debate topic. Arguments without evidence are empty words, so you 
should make use of references, like the Internet, newspapers or magazines, to back 
up your arguments. Don’t forget to use quotations from the speeches of famous 
people or statistics from research studies to add force to your speech.  
 
After researching the topic, you may study the subject from different angles. In this 
workshop, all of you have to write a debate speech either for or against the motion 
‘The Internet does more harm than good to our everyday life.’ You need to think up 
all the questions that may be brought up. Think about the pros and cons of the 
issue, analyse the arguments of both sides and state your opinions on why you 
believe you are right. In fact, we can strengthen our arguments and make them 
convincing by including different views in the arguments. To engage your 
audience, ask them some questions in your speech to let them think about the issue 
more carefully.   
 
After you have drafted your arguments, putting the bits and pieces together is fairly 
simple. Later on in the workshop, I will give you a sample debate speech for your 
reference and you can understand better how you can structure a speech.  
 
I have always enjoyed the cut and thrust of a clever debate. I hope that you can 
gradually pick up the skills of debating in the workshop and enjoy the fun of 
debating.  
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LT 3.3 

 

 
 

Meaning 
 
a. advantages and 

disadvantages 
 

b. fixed  c. the most important, coming 
before all other things 
 

d. an essential part e. the energetic exchange of 
words and ideas in an 
argument  
 

f. roughly or approximately 

g. small parts 
 
 

    

 
C. Since idiomatic pairs are mostly made up of words with one syllable or words beginning with the 

same initial sound, they create a rhythmic cadence when used in a speech. When read aloud, ‘and’ or 
‘or’ should be unstressed, and the ending sound of the first word and the initial sound of the 
conjunction should be linked together. The following is an example: 

                                                                      
          

hard 
 

and 
 

fast 
   

 
 

          
part 

 
and 

 
parcel 

   
 
   Now, practise reading aloud the idiomatic pairs with the one sitting next to you. Remember to use 
 the correct stress and links. 

Idiomatic pair 
 

Meaning 

1. part and parcel 
 

d 

2. more or less 
 

 

3. hard and fast 
 

 

4. first and foremost 
 

 

5. pros and cons  
 

 

6. bits and pieces 
 

 

7. cut and thrust  
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LT 3.3 

 
A. Idiomatic pairs are formed by pairs of adverbs, nouns, prepositions, adjectives and verbs. When taken 

together, they have a different meaning from that of each individual word. They are often used by 
native speakers of English in both writing and speaking. These pairs of words are usually linked by 
‘and’ or ‘or’. Below is an example of an idiomatic pair. 
 
‘“Rebuttal” is  part  and  parcel of a debate because it helps you persuade the audience to accept your 
views and make your opponents’ arguments sound unconvincing.’  

 
 gninaeM riaP citamoidI

na lecrap dna trap  essential part 
 

 
B. Below are the idiomatic pairs used by Mrs Lam in her speech. Match the pairs with the appropriate 

meanings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well, I’ve more or less covered the major components of a 
debate.  

There is no hard and fast rule in writing a debate speech. But first and 
foremost, you should gather information related to the debate topic. 
 

After you have drafted your arguments, putting the bits and pieces 
together is fairly simple. 
 

I have always enjoyed the cut and thrust of a clever 
debate.  

Think about the pros and cons of the issue, analyse the arguments 
of both sides and state your opinions on why you believe you are 
right. 
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Meaning 
 
a. advantages and 

disadvantages 
 

b. fixed  c. the most important, coming 
before all other things 
 

d. an essential part e. the energetic exchange of 
words and ideas in an 
argument  
 

f. roughly or approximately 

g. small parts 
 
 

    

 
C. Since idiomatic pairs are mostly made up of words with one syllable or words beginning with the 

same initial sound, they create a rhythmic cadence when used in a speech. When read aloud, ‘and’ or 
‘or’ should be unstressed, and the ending sound of the first word and the initial sound of the 
conjunction should be linked together. The following is an example: 

                                                                      
          

hard 
 

and 
 

fast 
   

 
 

          
part 

 
and 

 
parcel 

   
 
   Now, practise reading aloud the idiomatic pairs with the one sitting next to you. Remember to use 
 the correct stress and links. 

Idiomatic pair 
 

Meaning 

1. part and parcel 
 

d 

2. more or less 
 

 

3. hard and fast 
 

 

4. first and foremost 
 

 

5. pros and cons  
 

 

6. bits and pieces 
 

 

7. cut and thrust  
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You are collecting information for your debate speech. Read the following magazine editorial which 
may be useful to you.  
 

 
Should the Internet be Censored? 

 
                                                              David Chan 

Just think how much our lives have changed since the emergence of the Internet! Internet users 
used to surf the web pages only to search for information. But now with the click of a mouse, we 
can gain access not only to information, but also financial services, online platforms that allow 
us to communicate in real time as well as different forms of infotainment and edutainment that 
appeal to both children and adults. The power of the Internet is vast and wondrous. We can 
google the information we need, send emails, share files or text messages to someone’s mobile 
phones with just a click. It is amazing how a network connection can literally bring the world to 
our fingertips. No doubt, it is hard to imagine how life would be if people lived without the Net. 

Unquestionably, the dot-commers have created a convenient platform on the Internet that 
enables the netizens to share information and express their views about an issue or a pop star in 
their blogs. It also allows people to post ads of their products or services and do business. 
However, not everyone follows the netiquette that people should observe and plays according to 
the rules of the Net, and it is also hard to guarantee that any website you visit can be 100% 
virus-free. Some people may abuse the Internet by spreading rumours or false information, while 
others set up traps and spread viruses, waiting for their prey to come. They are usually crackers 
(an equivalent for hackers engaging in criminal activities) and identity thieves who attempt to 
hack into others’ computers and ‘steal’ their personal information or even identities. The most 
common trick to steal personal information is through ‘phishing’, in which a fake website is 
created and users are directed to enter sensitive information, such as passwords and credit card 
details. Spyware infection is also another threat to privacy as the crackers can collect 
information about users’ browsing habits and personal information without their consent. Other 
cybercrimes include spamming, which involves the sending of bulk messages indiscriminately, 
selling of pirated products, copyright infringement, money-laundering and even illicit drug 
selling. All these make the Internet a hotbed for crime.  
 
Besides a trap for people and a den for crime, the Net is also described as a place for indecent 
and unwanted materials, such as pornography. Though these materials are considered distasteful, 
many of them can be easily accessed or exchanged. Many parents are concerned about the 
inappropriate content that their children gain access to, for instance, pornographic articles, nude 
pictures, online gambling sites, offensive language and illegal drugs. According to a recent study 
conducted by Professor Jason Lewis of the Institute of Technology, around 75% of the young 
people in the interview reported that they had browsed the indecent content of some undesirable 
websites or encountered sexually explicit emails and pop-up advertisements online. He 
concludes, ‘Some of the Internet content is definitely harmful to our children’s minds and 
government censorship seems to be the best remedy.’.      
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 (Answer Keys) 
B. 

Idiomatic pair 
 

Meaning 

1. part and parcel 
 

d 

2. more or less 
 

f 

3. hard and fast 
 

b 

4. first and foremost 
 

c 

5. pros and cons  
 

a 

6. bits and pieces 
 

g 

7. cut and thrust  
 

e 
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